ROTARY RISE AND SHINE NEWSLETTER FOR JANUARY 8, 2009
Welcome back to everyone and it was great to be back at Rotary among our friends after a nice time spent with family and friends.  President Jeff started the meeting after wonderful music and catching up with a prayer given by Danny Spandau.    We had lost of visiting Rotarians and guests this week so let’s get started.  David Starr had three friends with him who also happened to be Rotarians and I believe they were all past Presidents of their clubs…impressive stuff!  Louis CHALLANDE from the Rotary Club of Lyon-La Cote Switzerland, Chris BEAUMANN from the same club and a third member of the Nyon-La Cote club, Andlise MONNIER.    Their French is much better than mine!  Ted (Lwtjzn from Pugucmand Valley,) N.J.  (This is in parenthesis because even though he did not put his classification down, based on his writing skills, he must be a Doctor, so I apologize for the spelling, but honestly, this is what the guest card looks like to me.)  Fran Rubinstein was the guest of Marsha Gandy and we were happy to make her acquaintance.  Tony Stromberg, the guest of Daniel Spandau was our guest speaker.
There were so many happy dollars given and they were flying so fast and furiously that I hope I got them all down, If not, well, I tried.  Joe Unger, our Sergeant at Arms gave a Happy News Years dollar. Tad Balzer was happy that his daughter snagged a job with GOOGLE helping with the new G phone system.  Clark Bailey was happy about the New Year and happy to be feeling well.  David Starr was happy about his skiing vacation in Switzerland and for spending time over there visiting with friends.  Captain Stacy was Happy and grateful for all of her blessings, but I think she was mostly happy about spending time with her family after a very busy Holiday season.    David is happy because he got engaged over the Holidays.  Marsha Gandy wished all of us a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.  There was much applause.  Rod Mabe was happy for his life and family and reminded us all that Ray Carlson is in a nursing home and not doing too well.  We all need to say a prayer for him and a card would be great too.  Contact Rod for the address and additional information.  Christine Shepard (yes that’s me) was happy that her son, Brook, daughter in law Xhenete and her grandson, Mason Llewellyn were her for a visit.  Sandy Burkart was happy about the New Year and told us about his “bike rescue” from a neighbor’s trash.  He is looking for donations to help defray the cost of the rehab so please contact Sandy if you can help.  Sandy is donating them to local charities.  Stan Fertel was happy that he visited his grandchildren
Announcements:  Captain Stacy announced that our club raised $876 from our bell ringing efforts.  Next year she wants to have a “ring off” with one or more of the other Boca Rotary Clubs.  Great idea!  President Jeff told the group that the board meeting to be held tonight (1/8/09) needed to be postponed.  He has told us that he will hold a meeting in late January, I wrote the 29th, but then I think it might be the 22nd.  Check with the Pres. if you are interested.  Gee…..do you think the meeting could have been delayed because of a certain FOOTBALL  game????????   Eric Covitz donated a huge Rotary Banner to the YMCA in Boca Raton…a great way to advertise our Club.  Thanks Eric.  The Harlem Ambassadors a basketball team are coming to FAU on February 20 and President Jeff announced that he had agreed to purchase a certain number of tickets based on a show of hands from our members.  YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE!!!!!  The club has paid for the tickets, so if you said you were interested please let Jeff know so that this does not become a cost to the club.
Guest Speaker:  Danny Spandau introduced our guest speaker, the aforementioned Tony Stromberg.    Tony was a career Auto Industry employee,  16 years for GM and the rest of his career was with JM Family Enterprises.  After leaving the auto industry ( I cannot use the work Retired because as Tony explained, he doesn’t like the word or the definition of the word retire) Tony found that he needed something else to do; he needed a plan and so he decided to speak to College Students who are about to graduate and go into the real world about” Embracing Change.)  I think someone needs to talk to me about run-on sentences but that is a discussion for another day.  The name of his business is called CrossinGate with one G and he uses this name to lecture the students abut how to  cross over from the academic world into the real world.  Tony is a big believer in the idea that we learn from the past and so we must study the past in order to know how to improve the future.    Tony told us that life is about the journey, not the destination because you learn as you go along and therefore you will need to change plans as the need or the necessity arise.  Tony talked abut entrepreneurs and the passion they hold for their ideas.  He asked us to think about how great it would be if every employee of every company acted as if his or her cubicle or job was their own business.   Tony told us all about his 10/90 rule.  10 percent of life is what happens, 90 percent is how you react.  You cannot change the what but you can control how you react He would like all of the College Students to get rid of SCW
S = should of

C = could of

W = would of 

Get rid of those ideas and move on.  Change what you do not like. Readjust your goals if you need to re-affirm your commitment, and get energized from your small victories.  Tony recommended reading “Who Moved My Cheese” by Dr. Johnson and ended his talk with a quote from Warren Buffet. “You never know till the tide goes out who is swimming naked.”  

I must confess I have no idea who won the 20/20 because we were not going to do it because the large pot was not available and so rich Macfarland suggested we draw a number for 20 bucks.  There was much excitement because that’s more than anyone has won recently without picking a special card.  Alas, it was not me.  See you all on Thursday.  Complaints???direct them to Jeff, positive comments?????? Direct them to me. 

Christine

