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Newsletter for January 21, 2010
Editor’s Note: This newsletter is being written without having attended the meeting. Special thanks go out to Marsha Gandy who documented the meeting, took pictures and was invaluable! Marsha, thanks for your contribution!
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Guests:   Two Canadians, Lynn Bowering from the Festival City Stratford Ontario Club and Anne Buchanan from the Branford Ontario Club joined us and we all exchanged flags.
Opening Ceremonies:  We opened our meeting on time and with the usual cast of contributors. 
Happy Dollars:   We collected $60 Happy Dollars this week.  The specifics of who gave and their Happy Dollar dedications are undocumented this week. 
Announcements:  Dave Freudenberg, from the noon Rotary Club, did a short presentation about our local Rotary Clubs involvement in providing “Shelter Boxes” to the Haiti crisis. Marsha announced our next two fellowship adventures: (a) Our tour of Gumbo Limbo Nature Center on Saturday, January 30th starting at 10:30AM ($4/person, space is limited) anad a Happy Hour at Blue Martini on Tuesday, Feb 2nd from 6-8PM ($15/person includes one drink and appetizers). RSVP for both events by signing up at the meeting or emailing Marsha at marshagandy@hotmail.com .
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50-50 Raffle:  Our pot is still over $800. While Sandy had the correct number, he did not select the King of Clubs so we’ll roll the pot over to the next meeting. 
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Guest Speaker:  Myrna Woods from the Girl Scouts of Southeast Florida, Inc.,  gave a presentation about her organization since Pat Lord, Chief Development Officer was unable to attend. Myrna spoke about the 97 year organization with which she is affiliated. There are currently 19,000 girls and 8,000 adults in this program. Girls ages 5-18 are eligible only a few achieve the “Eagle Scout” equivalent which is called the Gold Award in which girls must have over 500 hours invested over a 2 year period in order to qualify. During the last 10 years, the Girl Scouts of America have gone way beyond selling cookies and have developed a research institute to re-evaluate all of their programs. Three key areas have been addressed and training programs have been established to: (1) Develop character and leadership skills, (2) Teach girls decision making skills, and (3) prevent bullying and creates ways to eliminate bullying amongst girls. The “new” Girl Scouts no longer have troops or mandatory requirements for attendance. Participation is now driven by projects in order to encourage member involvement. This is due to the multitude of extra-curricular activities that scouting competes with and a special effort is being made to retain girls within an organization that has seen reduced membership. One point to consider is that the cookies the Girl Scouts sell is an incredible “brand” unto itself! It represents the classic “branding” concept that most market executive would have loved to have developed! 70% of their gross revenues are generated from their annual Jan-Feb cookie sales. This requires an inordinate amount of planning and marketing within the organization. Lastly, like any membership organization, the Girl Scouts must keep recruiting new members to survive during these difficult times. We greatly enjoyed Myrna’s presentation and hopefully when the Girls Scouts ring our front doorbells, we’ll all be thinking what those cookies represent!

Future Events:  The following events are scheduled during the next 30 day period. Don’t forget to click on http://www.rotarybocasunrise.org/Calendar.cfm  to keep abreast of upcoming Club activities and their dates.

Jan 28th: Joseph Borick and Jamie Van Den Berg will speak to us about Project Medishare for Haiti, Inc., a 501.3 non-profit registered in the State of Florida, which was founded in 1995 by Drs. Barth Green and Arthur Fournier from the University of Miami School of Medicine. It is an organization dedicated to sharing its human and technical resources with its Haitian partners in the quest to achieve quality healthcare and development services for all. This mission is accomplished through two distinct but complimentary programs which now frequently intersect, such as the Community Health Program and the Integrated Community Development Program.
Jan 30th  (10AM): Zee, John, Marcos, Ken & Shirley will act as Mae Volen volunteers this Saturday. We thank them for their contribution.
Jan 30th (10:30AM-12:30PM): Club Social at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center. Join us at the Gumbo Limbo Nature Center for a family social event.  See the attached flyer for more details. 

Feb 4th: Russell Zech (rhymes with "tech"), Director, Business Development - Associated Builders and Contractors Institute (ABCI).  The ABCI Apprenticeship overview will answer the following questions: Who is a construction Apprentice? What is "Apprenticeship?" How long is an Apprenticeship? Where does the ABC Institute conduct its training?
 How does Apprenticeship funding and oversight work? What curriculum does the ABC Institute use? What are the benefits of Apprenticeships for employers and for apprentices?
Member Milestones: January Birthdays include: Rusty Herschbein & Stan Fertel (01-20), Bill Schnabel (01-29). January Anniversaries include Joe and Roberta Unger (01-22) as well as Stan and Karen Civin (01-22).

Honorable Mention:  Our club gave Erik Covitz a certificate of appreciation for his recent generous donation to our club!
Pictures of the Week: Below are pictures of our members.
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Who Knew?: Rotary club members are using social media, including Rotary International’s official LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter pages to reach their fellow Rotarians. They’re making friends, sharing news items and getting ideas for club projects and fundraisers. Join the RI LinkedIn group or another official Rotary social networking group by clicking on www.rotary.org/socialnetworking.
Need More Info?: Click on our Club Website http://www.rotarybocasunrise.org/ for any questions you may have about Service & Projects, Fundraisers, our Foundation, Articles of Interest, and useful Rotarian Links. 

Dan Tublitz

 







