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Newsletter for July 1, 2010
Editor’s Note:  This week marks the beginning of our New Rotary Year complete with a new leadership team & committees, new theme, new newsletter masthead, and so many other exciting projects and program to come within the next few months! We also have some sad news to share about two members who passed away this weekend: Clark Bailey & Scott Ellington. Both Clark and Scott were longstanding members and they will be missed. Our entire Rotary Club extend their deepest condolences to the Bailey and Ellington families – our thoughts, prayers and sympathies are with them as they mourn the loss of their loved one.

Picture Link: http://www.flickr.com/photos/bocasunriserotary/sets/72157624321721035
Guests:  There were no recorded guests this week.
Happy Dollars:   We collected Happy Dollars this week but the amount is unknown. Here is a rundown of the contributors and their thoughts:  Tim Sharp: promised to give $5 for each month that the club follows Kris’s  new club rules; Stan: gave us a Soccer World Cup update and a little history of this event; Tim Amen gave “happily” to pass the Sergeant-at-Arms torch over to Kris; Steve Alman gave to thank Zee for a great year, Tim Amen for keeping his family cool, and Rod for keeping him insure; Erik gave because of his car trip to Maine to see his family. He then turned around, drove to New York (where it was incredibly hot) and returned home. Erik also shared stories of old friends and their popcorn business.

50-50 Raffle: While there was a raffle winner who had the winning ticket, the author is not aware a cash winner this week.
Announcements:  The author was not present for announcements this week. 
Guest Speaker:   Tom Oliff, Assistant Executive Director of the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) runs the day-to-day operations at the SFWMD. He gave us a history and overview of why water management is so important in South Florida. In 1927 and 1928 there were massive hurricanes, and the resulting floods damaged property and caused massive deaths.  This catastrophic hurricane season moved the government to make plans to remove the water from such storms in a quicker more efficient manner.  This resulted in the Everglades Drainage District to make plans to move this water surplus for the future storms including the Hoover Dike in 1030-1937.  Water today is now manipulated for flood control.  This includes 2500 miles of canals and levees.  Pump stations are manned 24/7 even in hurricane bunker rooms during hurricanes.  The result of these massive water control systems is the destruction of the everglades ecosystem.  CERP (Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan) is the largest ecosystem restoration project in world costing $11 billion for the long term restoration of the everglades.  In addition, the Hoover Dike is in a very vulnerable state and at risk of failure in a major storm.  Restoration of the dike has started, as well. The time line for completing the dike is 18 years and the CERP restoration project in 40 years.

Future Events:  The following events are scheduled during the next 30 day period. Don’t forget to click on http://www.rotarybocasunrise.org/Calendar.cfm  to keep abreast of upcoming Club activities and their dates.
July 8th: Jon & Bonnie Kaye, Visioning for Downtown Boca Raton. Jon and Bonnie Kaye of Kaye Communications, Inc. and none time Rotarian will share with us the project they are working on the City of Boca Raton to enhance the downtown area.

July 15th: Erik Covitz will share with us his experiences at the Rotary International Convention.

July 22nd: Dr. Marsha Glines, Lynn University – The Brain & Aging.  Dr. Glines is currently the Dean of the Institute for Achievement and Learning at Lynn University.  Keeping the brain healthy as we age is of critical importance. Dementia and Alzheimer's were once considered diseases of the elderly.  Not so today as these diseases claim younger and younger victims. Younger people even those in their 30s are losing jobs experiencing memory loss and depression. 6.8 million Americans are struggling with issues of the aging brain. So, we must USE IT or LOSE IT!!! Cognitive speed declines with age but there are tips to keep brain cells working.  This session will offer strategies to keep us mentally active.
July 29th: Don Stewart, Executive Director of The Haven.  As the Executive Director of the Haven, Don will provide us with an overview of this organizations importance in community.  The Haven is a nationally accredited group home for boys ages 9-17 dedicated to providing a safe, loving and stable environment that fosters the development of self-esteem and independence while empowering each young man to reach his full potential.
Special Thanks: As this week’s scribe, Marsha Gandy took great notes for our newsletter. Beatriz Da Rocha and Barry Mordis both served as photographers. We owe this week’s newsletter to them. Thanks!
Need More Info?: Click on our Club Website http://www.rotarybocasunrise.org/ for any questions you may have about Service & Projects, Fundraisers, our Foundation, Articles of Interest, Past Newsletters and useful Rotarian Links.
Dan Tublitz

 







